The National Liberal Federation.
OPENING DAT—29 DECEMBER 1929,
The twelfth session cf the National Liberil Federation commenced on the 2Qth
December 1929 in the Gokhale Hail, Madras under the presidency of Sir Phirojse
Sethna. About 200 delegates from all parts of India attended. Among those
present were :—Mr. Srinivasa Sastri, Sir Chimanlal Setalvad, Sir Tej Bahadur
Sapru, Mr. C. Y. Chintamani, Mrs. Besant, Sir Sivaswamy Iyer, Sir Moropont
V. Joshi, Mr. J. N. Basu, Sir Sankaran Nair, Sir A. P. Patro, Mr. Ramdas Pantulu,
Mr. Ramaswamy Mudaliar, and Mr. Yakub Hassan.
Sir U. P. Ramaswamy Iyer, Chairman of the Reception Committee, welcomed the
delegates, after which Sir Phiroze Sethna was proposed to the chair by Sir Sivaswa-
lyer, seconded by Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru, Mrs. Besant and others.
The Welcome Address
Sir C. P. Ramaswami AIYAR^ in the course of his speech welcoming the
delegates, said :—
"it seems to  be impossible now to predict when the  Round Table Conference
will be held.   It would be very useful  to hold it after the country ha» considered
the present situation and given a mandate to the  new legislative  bodies.     That the
situation would be tremendously complicated by delay beyond 1930 is equally clear ;
and there can be no two opinions as to the necessity of JLord Irwin  being at the
head of Indian affairs not only during the period of the Conference but when the
resolutions    of that Conference are sought   to be  implemented ; and I feel   no
hesitation in saying that the Liberal Party will demand that, in the interests of India
and of England alike, the preliminary work at least of constitution-making should be
finished during the normal or extended term of Lord Irwin's Viceroyahy.
"So long as our party stands inflexibly for the attainment of the fullest measure
of autonomy for India in every sphere within the ambit of the British Common-
wealth, and so long as the objects to be attained are pursued by methods of
persuasion, of constitutional opposition and constitutional co-operation, we need have
no fear either for the future of the country or of our party. The energies of every
party and every patriot must, therefore, be applied and the largest amount of
patience and mutual comprehension generated and utilised between now and the
date of the Conference in London to bring men and groups together and to evolve
the greatest common measure of unity, not only as to basic principles but in the
larger details so that we may present to the British people and the Government Bot
only a united front but the outlines of a generally agreed scheme which can be
accepted and brought into operation like the schemes evolved in the Dominions.
"The revival of a procedure and programme similar to that adopted at the All-
Parties Convention is a prime requisite.
"The Liberal Party whose members are meeting here in conference, let if i>e
remembered and emphasised, is not a party either of inaction or acquiescence* "It
is, and has been, a party of progress!vists ^ho yield to no grotip of menim t&is
country in their passionate desire to see that India fulfils her destiny in the amplest
measure in every sphere, political, economic and social, and is gtvea the opportunity
to express her personality in all departments of life and thought and make her
specific contribution to the civilisation of the world. Onr party is an All-India
organisation which has striven to maintain and las adopted standards and policies
neither sectarian nor provincial in character*
nehrit report
"The endeavour to enable India lolly to express herself and the hope and thereby
solving the communal problem and the probkoa of the depressed classes in the most
comprehensive manner possible are really responsible for the introduction of the
adolt suffrage scheme in the Nehra Report This provision was inserted ia tlfce
Report not without a lively realisation of the immensity and the difficulty M^e

